
 

            
 

Canterbury, Whitstable & Herne Bay 
 

Be inspired by the peaceful district of Canterbury including Herne Bay 
and Whitstable.  Enjoy the perfect blend of Canterbury city with its grand 
heritage, or the coast with traditional Kentish beaches and then relax in 

the natural countryside! 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Did you know that….?? 
 
Canterbury is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, featuring a castle; five 
museums and the Canterbury Tales attraction that lets you step back in 
time to the Middle Ages! 

 
 The town was abandoned at the end of the Roman period, only to be resettled by the 

Saxons. The name Canterbury derives from the Old English Cantwarebyrig, meaning 
"fortress of the men of Kent". 

 
 The Cathedral, St Augustine’s Abbey and St Martins church form the trio of World 

Heritage Sites in Canterbury. The Abbey was founded in 597AD, while St Martin’s 
Church is the oldest parish church in England still in constant use. 

 
 The Cathedral's history goes back to 597AD when St Augustine, sent by Pope 

Gregory the Great as a missionary, established his seat (or 'Cathedra') in Canterbury. 
The cathedral was the scene of the murder of Thomas Becket in 1170. As a result of 
this event, Canterbury became a major pilgrimage site, and later for a short time it 
was the royal burial site to King Henry IV and Edward the Black Prince. Its pilgrimage 
site status inspired Geoffrey Chaucer to write The Canterbury Tales in 1387 and 
routes such as that from Southwark and the Pilgrim's Way converged on it. 

 
 Goodnestone Park Gardens, near Canterbury is the location that in 1796, Jane 

Austen began writing the novel Pride and Prejudice. Goodnestone Gardens is a 
popular visitor attraction offering 14 acres of 18th-century parkland as well as 
traditional rose gardens. 

 
 During the 18th century Canterbury was a quiet market town although it did have a 

flourishing leather industry and paper making industry. The first railway links to 
Canterbury was also build during this time.   

 
 Later during World War II 115 people were killed by German bombs. The worst raid 

was in 1942. During it 48 people were killed and part of the town centre was 
destroyed, including the Cathedral.  

 
 Mary Tourtel, the English artist who created Rupert Bear, was born in Canterbury and 

lived in Ivy Lane for much of her life, the house is still visible today. She died in 1948 
and was also buried in the famous St Martin’s Churchyard.  

 
 Today it is one of the most beautiful and historic cities in England. The medieval city 

centre bustles with high street shops as well as exclusive boutiques, while the 
picturesque side streets are home to smaller specialist shops, pubs and restaurants.  

 

 
Coastal Towns: 
 
Whitstable has a rich maritime history and is famous for its oysters, with once a working 
harbour. Known as the "Pearl of Kent", Whitstable is famous for its oysters, which have been 
collected in the area since at least Roman times. Today freshly caught shellfish are available 
throughout the year at several seafood restaurants and pubs in the town. 
 
Herne Bay was founded in the early nineteen hundreds and was a popular holiday 
destination for Londoners. It was during this period that a wealthy London lady gave the town 
its distinctive 80ft Clock Tower. The first pier was erected in 1832, followed by steamboats in 
1834. In World War II the bouncing bomb, was tested off the shore near here. One of the 
prototype bombs may be seen in the Herne Bay Museum today. 



 
 

Local Villages:  
 
Bishopsbourne this small village lies in the Nailbourne valley four miles from Canterbury and 
about fifteen miles from Dover. Its history ranges from a pub named The Mermaid which was 
built in 1861, to the St Mary's church with 14th century wall paintings. Author Joseph Conrad 
lived here and his house, "Oswalds", still stands.  
 
Fordwich is said to be the smallest town in England, with a population of around 300 people it 
lies on the River Stour, northeast of Canterbury. The town grew in the middle ages as a port 
of Canterbury. The town lost its status in 1880 when it no longer had a major and corporation. 
However in 1972 the sleepy town of Fordwich was again given Town status.  
 
Chartham village is 4 miles west of Canterbury, located on the River Stour which once 
provided the power for the paper mills. The church of St Mary the Virgin, built in 
approximately 1294, is located next to the village green and is remarkable for containing the 
oldest peal of bells in Kent.  
 
Sturry is a small village on the River Great Stour three miles north-east of Canterbury. It lies 
at the old Roman junction of the road from the city to Thanet and Reculver at the point where 
a fort was built to protect the crossing of the river.  
 
Elham (pronounced Eel-um) village situated approximately miles 9 miles south of Canterbury. 
The village shares a rich history ranging from the Anglo Saxon period to Roman remains 
being discovered. Elham village square still features a shop and post office. Just outside the 
parish is the Elham Valley Vineyard.  
 

 
Countryside:  
 
Canterbury's countryside is rich in charming villages, glorious 
countryside and traditional seaside towns. 
 
Reculver Country Park offers lovely walks from Bishopstone to the ruins of a Roman fort 
and Saxon church. There is also an Information Centre which offers a fascinating insight into 
the history and wildlife of this stretch of coastline. The Park is a renowned spot for watching 
migrating birds and is situated on the north Kent coast 3 miles east of Herne Bay.  

Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve covers 241 hectares of diverse landscape comprising 
reed beds, grazing marsh and lagoons. There are several bird habitats located on the reserve 
and numerous footpaths, including The Stour Valley Walk and the Saxon Shore Way walking 
routes. 

Grove Ferry is an ideal spot for picnicking in the meadows, or fishing in the River Stour. 
Fishing rights were granted during the reign of Henry II and are still available today. It is a 
good base for following the Stour Valley Walk, the Saxon Shore Way or the Wantsum Walks, 
and is adjacent to Stodmarsh National Reserve. During the summer months you can also 
take a boat trip on the River Stour from the Grove Ferry Inn. 
 
Blean Woods has a wealth of wildlife for you to discover. The 180-year-old oakwood 
supports three species of woodpecker. In summer the wide rides and sunny glades are alive 
with butterflies and other insects.  

 
 
 
 



 

Places to visit 
 
Castles & Heritage: 
 

St Martin’s Church 
North Holmes Road,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 1QJ 
Tel: (01227) 768072  
Website: www.whc.unesco.org 
 
St Mildred’s Church 
Church Lane, St. Mildreds,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2PP 
Tel: (01227) 462395 
 
The Canterbury Tourist Guides 
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2NU 
Tel: (01227) 459779 
Email: guides@concorde-int.com  
Website: www.canterbury-walks.co.uk 
 
Herne Mill 
Mill Lane, Herne,  
Kent, CT6 7DR 
Tel: (01227) 361326 
Website: www.canterbury.co.uk 
 
Whitstable Oyster Yawl “The Favourite” 
Island Wall, Whitstable, Kent, UK 
Website: www.favourite.org.uk 
 
St Augustine’s Abbey 
Longport, Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 1TF 
Tel: (01227) 767345 
Website: www.english-heritage.org.uk/  
staugustinesabbey  
 
St Dunstan’s Church 
80 London Road,  
Canterbury, 
Kent, CT2 8LS 
Tel: (01227) 463654 
Mobile: 07850945322 
Email: maurica_worgan@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Canterbury Castle 
Castle Street, Canterbury,  
Kent, UK 
Tel: (01227) 378100 
Website: www.canterbury.co.uk 
 
Canterbury Cathedral 
Cathedral House, 11  
The Precincts,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2EH 
Tel: (01227) 762862 
Fax: (01227) 865222 
Email: enquiries@canterbury-cathedral.org  
Website: www.canterbury-cathedral.org 
 
Eastbridge Hospital 
25 High Street,  
Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 2BD 
Tel: (01227) 471688 
Fax: (01227) 781641 
Email: info@eastbridgehospital.org.uk 
Website: www.eastbridgehospital.org.uk 
 
Fordwich Town Hall 
Fordwich, Kent, UK 
Website: www.fordwich.net 
 
 
Greyfriars Chapel 
6a Stour Street,  
Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 2NR 
Tel: (01227) 462395 
Website: www.canterbury.co.uk 
 
Reculver Towers and Roman Fort 
Reculver Lane,  
Reculver, Herne Bay,  
Kent, CT6 6SS 
Tel: (01227) 740676 
 

 
Museums & Galleries: 
 
Canterbury Roman Museum 
11a Butchery Lane,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2JR 
Tel: (01227) 475214 
Fax: (01227) 455047 
Email: museums@canterbury.gov.uk  
Website: www.canterbury-museums.co.uk 
 
Canterbury Tales 
St. Margarets Street,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2TG 

http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030599&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Norman+Castle&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Eco%2Euk
mailto:Email:%20enquiries@canterbury-cathedral.org
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030160&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Canterbury+Cathedral&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Dcathedral%2Eorg
mailto:info@eastbridgehospital.org.uk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030456&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Eastbridge+Hospital&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eeastbridgehospital%2Eorg%2Euk
http://www.fordwich.net/
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030467&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Greyfriars+Chapel&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Eco%2Euk
mailto:museums@canterbury.gov.uk?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20The%20Roman%20Museum%20at%20venue%20The%20Roman%20Museum
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030500&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=The+Roman+Museum&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Dmuseums%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030423&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=St+Martin%27s+Church&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewhc%2Eunesco%2Eorg
mailto:guides@concorde-int.com?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Canterbury%20Guild%20of%20Guides%20at%20venue%20The%20Canterbury%20Guild%20of%20Guides
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030434&r=1&GroupId=&feature=2&SiteName=Canterbury+Guild+of+Guides&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Dwalks%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030610&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Herne+Mill&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030665&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Whitstable+Oyster+Yawl+%27The+Favourite%27&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efavourite%2Eorg%2Euk
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/%20staugustinesabbey


  
Museum of Canterbury with Rupert Bear 
Museum 
18 Stour Street,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2NR 
Tel: (01227) 475214 
Fax: (01227) 455047 
Email: museums@canterbury.gov.uk 
Website: www.canterbury-museums.co.uk 
 
Canterbury West Gate Towers  
West Gate, St Peter’s Street,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2BQ 
Tel: (01227) 789576 
Fax: (01227) 455047 
Email: museums@canterbury.gov.uk  
Website: www.canterbury-museums.co.uk 
 
Whitstable Museum and Gallery  
5A Oxford Street, Whitstable,  
Kent, CT5 1DB 
Tel: (01227) 475214 
Email: museums@canterbury.gov.uk  
Website: www.canterbury-museums.co.uk 
 
Wildlife & Nature: 
 
Blean Woods National Nature Reserve 
11 Garden Close 
Rough Common, Canterbury 
Kent CT2 9BP 
Website: www.theblean.co.uk 
 
Environmental Education Centre 
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, 
Kent, CT2 7PX 
Tel: (01227) 452447 
Email:canterbury.environmentalcentre@kent.gov.uk  
Website: www.naturegrid.org.uk 
 
Essentially Hops 
Chalkpit Farm,  
School Lane,  
Bekesbourne, Kent, UK 
Tel: (01227) 830666 
Website: www.canterbury.co.uk 
Tel: 01227 830666 
 
Howletts Wild Animal Park 
Bekesbourne Road,  
Bekesbourne, Canterbury,  
Kent, CT4 5EL 
Tel: (01303) 264647  
Fax: (01303) 264944 
Email:info@howletts.net 
Website: www.totallywild.net 
 
 

Tel: (01227) 479 227 
Fax: 01904 527701 
Email: info@canterburytales.org.uk  
Website: www.canterburytales.org.uk 
 
Herne Bay Museum and Gallery 
12 William Street, Herne Bay,  
Kent, CT6 5EJ 
Tel: (01227) 475214 
Fax: (01227) 742560 
Email: museums@canterbury.gov.uk  
Website: www.canterbury-museums.co.uk 
 

Art & Crafts: 
 
All Fired Up Ceramic Café 
11 Butchery Lane, Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 2JR 
Tel: (01227) 784448 
Email: canterbury@allfiredupceramics.co.uk  
Website: www.allfiredupceramics.co.uk 
 
Bluebirds 
5c Tower Parade, Whitstable, 
Kent, CT5 2BJ 
Tel: (01227) 273952 
 
Castle Arts 
76 Castle Street, Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 2QD 
Tel: (01227) 766616 
Email: mail@castlearts.co.uk  
 
Espression Interactive Art Studio & Café  
29-30 Palace Street, Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 2DZ 
Tel: (01227) 765665 
Email: info@espression.co.uk  
Website: www.espression.co.uk 
 
Sidney Cooper Gallery 
St Peter's Street, Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 2BQ 
Tel: (01227) 453267 
Email: gallery@canterbury.ac.uk  
Website: www.canterbury.ac.uk/sidney-cooper  
 
The Gallery in The Friars 
8a-9 The Friars, Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 2AS 
Tel: (01227) 453471 
Mobile: 07766582066 
Email: c.muxlow@yahoo.co.uk  
Website: www.thegalleryinthefriars.co.uk 
 
University College for the Creative Arts 
Herbert Read Gallery, New Dover Road,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 3AN 
Tel: (01227) 817364 
Website: www.ucreative.ac.uk 
 

mailto:info@canterburytales.org.uk?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Canterbury%20Tales%20at%20venue%20Canterbury%20Tales
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030214&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Canterbury+Tales&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterburytales%2Eorg%2Euk
mailto:museums@canterbury.gov.uk?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Herne%20Bay%20Museum%20and%20Gallery%20at%20venue%20Herne%20Bay%20Museum%20and%20Gallery
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030555&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Herne+Bay+Museum+and+Gallery&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Dmuseums%2Eco%2Euk
mailto:canterbury@allfiredupceramics.co.uk?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20All%20Fired%20Up%20Ceramics%20Caf%C3%A9%20at%20venue%20All%20Fired%20Up%20Ceramics%20Caf%C3%A9
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3031798&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=All+Fired+Up+Ceramics+Caf%E9&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eallfiredupceramics%2Eco%2Euk
mailto:mail@castlearts.co.uk?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Castle%20Arts%20at%20venue%20Castle%20Arts
mailto:Email:%20info@espression.co.uk
http://website:%20www.espression.co.uk/
mailto:gallery@canterbury.ac.uk?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Sidney%20Cooper%20Gallery%20at%20venue%20Sidney%20Cooper%20Gallery
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/sidney-cooper
mailto:c.muxlow@yahoo.co.uk?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20The%20Gallery%20in%20the%20Friars%20at%20venue%20The%20Gallery%20in%20the%20Friars
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3031490&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=The+Gallery+in+the+Friars&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ethegalleryinthefriars%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3031501&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=The+Herbert+Read+Gallery&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eucreative%2Eac%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030489&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Museum+of+Canterbury&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Dmuseums%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030511&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=West+Gate+Towers&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Dmuseums%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030544&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Whitstable+Museum+and+Art+Gallery&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Dmuseums%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3031952&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Environmental+Education+Centre&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enaturegrid%2Eorg%2Euk


 
 
Activities: 
 
Bayblast Marine 
95 Albany Drive,  
Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 8SJ 
Tel: (01227) 373372 
Mobile: 07800745493 
Email: bayblastmarine@btconnect.com  
Website: www.bayblast.co.uk 
 
Wildlife Sailing 
8 Western Esplanade,  
Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 8RL 
Tel: (01227) 366 712 
Mobile: 07771 714 563 
Email: info@wildlifesailing.com  
Website: www.wildlifesailing.com 
 
Planet Lazer  
41 St. George's Place,  
Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 1UT 
Tel: 01227 787377 
Website: www.planetlazer.co.uk 

 
 
Gardens & Parks: 
 
Dane John Gardens 
Watling Street,  
Canterbury, Kent, UK 
Tel: (01227) 862000 
Website: www.canterbury.co.uk 
 
Druidstone Park  
Honey Hill, Blean,  
Canterbury,  
Kent, CT2 9JR 
Tel: 01227 765168 
Website: www.druidstone.net 
 
Environmental Education Centre 
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, 
Kent, CT2 7PX 
Tel: (01227) 452447 
Email: canterbury.environmentalcentre@kent.gov.uk  

 
Wildwood 
Herne Common, Herne Bay,  
Kent, CT6 7LQ 
Tel: 0871 7820081 
Website: www.wildwoodtrust.org 
 
 
Wingham Wildlife Park 
Rusham Road, Wingham,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT3 1JL 
Tel: (01227) 720836 
Email: ivattrgj@aol.com  
Website: www.winghamwildlifepark.fsnet.co.uk 
 
 

Shopping:  
 
Whitefriars shopping Centre 
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2TF 
Tel: 01227 826760 
Website: www.whitefriars-canterbury.co.uk  
 
Whitstable High Street – for independent boutiques, 
restaurants and traditional seafood.  
 
 
 

Vineyards: 
 
Barnsole Vineyard 
Fleming Road, Staple,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT3 1LG 
Tel: (01304) 812530 
Mobile: 07770482883 
Email: vineyard@barnsole.co.uk  
Website: www.barnsole.co.uk 
 
Elham Valley Vineyard  
Breach, Nr. Barham,  
Canterbury,  
Kent, CT4 6LN 
Tel: 01227 832022  
 
Badger's Hill Farm & Cidery  
Badger's Hill, New Cut Road,  
Chilham, Canterbury,  
Kent, CT4 8BW 
Tel: 01227 730573 
Website: www.kentdowns.org.uk 

Website: www.naturegrid.org.uk 
 
Goodnestone Park Gardens 
Nr Wingham, Goodnestone,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT3 1PL 
Tel / Fax: (01304) 840107 
Email: fitzwalter@btinternet.com  
Website: www.goodnestoneparkgardens.co.uk 
 
Mount Ephraim Gardens 
Hernhill, Mount Ephraim,  
Faversham, Kent, ME13 9TX 
Tel: (01227) 751496 

mailto:bayblastmarine@btconnect.com?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Bayblast%20at%20venue%20Bayblast%20Marine
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030676&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Bayblast&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ebayblast%2Eco%2Euk
mailto:info@wildlifesailing.com?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Boat%20Trips%20at%20venue%20Wildlife%20Sailing
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030170&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Boat+Trips&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewildlifesailing%2Ecom
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/
http://www.druidstone.net/
mailto:canterbury.environmentalcentre@kent.gov.uk?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Environmental%20Education%20Centre%20at%20venue%20Environmental%20Education%20Centre
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3031952&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Environmental+Education+Centre&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enaturegrid%2Eorg%2Euk
mailto:fitzwalter@btinternet.com?subject=Canterbury%20website%20Venue%20enquiry%20for%20Garden%20at%20venue%20Goodnestone%20Park%20Gardens
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3060190&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Garden&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Egoodnestoneparkgardens%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3060090&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Wingham+Wildlife+Park&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewinghamwildlifepark%2Efsnet%2Eco%2Euk


 
 
River & walking tours: 
 
Canterbury Historic River Tours 
Kings Bridge, St Peter's Street,  
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2AT 
Tel: 07790 534744 
Mobile: 07790 534744 
Email: enquiries@canterburyrivertours.co.uk  
Website: www.canterburyrivertours.co.uk 
 
Canterbury River Navigation Company 
(Departs: West Gate Tower bottom – 
of High street by the bridge).  
Westgate Gardens, Canterbury, Kent 
Mobile: 07816760869 
Email: crnc07@crnc.co.uk  
Website: www.crnc.co.uk 
 
Ghost Tour 
Canterbury,  
Kent, CT1 2HX 
Mobile: 07779 575 831 
Email: jhippisley@aol.com  
Website: www.greenbard.8m.com 
 
The Canterbury Tourist Guides 
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2NU 
Tel: (01227) 459779 
Email: guides@concorde-int.com  
Website: www.canterbury-walks.co.uk 
 

Fax: (01227) 750940 
Email:info@mountephraimgardens.co.uk 
Website: www.mountephraimgardens.co.uk 
 
Westgate Gardens 
St Peter’s Place,  
Westgate Grove,  
Canterbury, Kent, UK 
Tel: (01227) 862000 
Website: www.canterbury.co.uk 
 
 
 

 

mailto:info@mountephraimgardens.co.uk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030159&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Mount+Ephraim+Gardens&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Emountephraimgardens%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030588&GroupId=&r=1&SiteName=Westgate+Gardens&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030225&r=1&GroupId=&feature=4&SiteName=Canterbury+Historic+River+Tours&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterburyrivertours%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030600&r=1&GroupId=&feature=2&SiteName=Canterbury+River+Navigation+Company&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecrnc%2Eco%2Euk
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030181&r=1&GroupId=&feature=1&SiteName=Ghost+Tour&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Egreenbard%2E8m%2Ecom
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/thedms.asp?dms=20&dc=TK&wc=TK-CANT&venue=3030434&r=1&GroupId=&feature=2&SiteName=Canterbury+Guild+of+Guides&Website=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecanterbury%2Dwalks%2Eco%2Euk


 
Cycling Routes:  
 
The Crab and Winkle Way is a terrific 7.5 mile (12km) mainly traffic-free route between 
Canterbury and Whitstable. Once the old Canterbury to Whitstable railway line now forms part 
of the National Cycle Network Route 1. 
 
The 'Coast to Cathedral' route is a marvellous 50 mile (80km), circular ride on Regional 
Routes 16 and 17 linking Dover, Folkestone and Canterbury. The ride is blessed with leafy 
lanes and bridleways, rolling hills and country villages.  
 
The Oyster Bay Trail is a coastal cycle route between Reculver and Whitstable. It is one of the city 
council's high priority cycle route schemes (as set out in our Walking & Cycling Strategy 2003) as it 
is a missing link in the coastal national and regional cycle route network in Kent. 

 
Walking Routes:  
 
Canterbury Accessible Heritage Trail is suitable for wheelchairs, which takes you along the 
City Wall via Dane John Gardens, up Castle Street to the Norman Castle and into the city to 
the Cathedral and the Westgate Gardens. It is available in leaflet form from the Canterbury 
Information Centre. The leaflet includes a map with a detailed route and several points of 
interests, such as the City Walls, the Norman Castle and the Cathedral. 
 
Chartham North Downs Way Lost Landscapes Heritage Trail is 6.4 miles along the River 
Stour and on through ancient woodland and the Chartham Downs, through Britain's first 
orchard nature reserve. The spectacular views and prehistoric heritage make it a beautiful 
and interesting walk. 
 
Elham Valley Way is a 22.5 mile walk through the Kent Downs. Starting from the historic 
cathedral city of Canterbury and finishing at the coastal town of Hythe, the route gives walkers 
the chance to experience the diverse landscape of downland, woodland and farmland.   
 
Fordwich Village to Reed Pond Walk is a 2.4 mile walk passing through the land owned by 
the ministry of defence. Reed pond is the focal point of the walk where it was once used to 
supply the monks of Canterbury Cathedral with water.  

Minnis Bay to Reculver Country Park is a linear walk of 3.7 miles one-way, or 7.4 miles 
returning to the start. This lovely sea walk offers plenty to see as you pass a salt water 
lagoon, a working oyster farm and the Reculver Towers and fort. 

The Stour Valley Walk is a 51.5miles route starting from the source of the River Stour at 
Lenham to the sea at Pegwell Bay near Sandwich. This long distance linear walk offers a 
varied landscape and can be broken down into shorter walks, with sections of the route 
passing through Canterbury. 

Grove Ferry to Plucks Gutter Walk is a great place for an entire day out as there is the 
picnic site surrounded by marshland. The Little Stour River that joins the Great Stour at 
Plucks Gutter allows visitors to continue their walk along the Saxon Shore Way for another 7 
miles from Plucks Gutter to Sandwich. 

Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve Walk Grove Ferry is a short walk, 1.25 miles over the 
reserve area that used to be naturally flooded. The walk offers views over Feast’s lake and 
the local wildlife. Stodmarsh national nature reserve also features its own short walk, 0.6 
miles around the marshlands, lakes and wet woodlands.  

 
 
 
 

 



 

Tourism Figures: Key headline figures for Canterbury for 2006 

 

 It is estimated that around 596,430 overnight tourism staying trips were made to 

Canterbury in 2006.  Staying a total of 2,460,639 nights. Of this, domestic visitors 

made 76% of trips (451,120) and overseas visitors made 24% of trips (145,310). 

 

 £105,814,998 spent by staying visitors on their trip 

 

 It is estimated that around 5.8 million tourism day trips were made, generating a 

further £198,012,456 trip expenditure.  

 

 In total, around £304,760,229 was spent on trips to Canterbury in 2006 by staying 

and day visitors. 18% of this expenditure was made by domestic staying visitors; 17% 

by overseas staying visitors and 65% by day visitors. 

 

 In addition, expenditure by friends and relatives on visitors, and visitors spend on 

second homes (i.e. maintenance) generates a further £11,534,000. 

 

 With the addition of other expenditure tourism activity generated £315,361,454 

expenditure.  

 

 Of this expenditure, £298,905,000 translates into direct income for local business; 

and a further £59,781,000 of income is generated through indirect and induced 

effects (a total of £358,686,000 business turnover.)  

 

 This income supported 5,393 FTE jobs and 7,376 Actual jobs 
 
*Figures from Cambridge Model 2006 

 
 
Accommodation in Canterbury 
 

 
Type of Accommodation 

 
Bedrooms/ Units/Pitches 

 
Bed spaces 

 
Caravan & Camping 2,453 11,888 
 
Self catering (Cottages, Barns & Houses) 79 343 
 
Serviced (Hotels, B&B’s & Inn’s) 1,166 2,370 
 
Group (shared accommodation)  2,205 2,317 

 
*Information sourced by Tourism South East 

 
 



 

Population Figures 
 
 Male Female Total 
Population (Mid 2006) 69,900 76,300 146,200 
Population Forecast - - - 
2011   139,300 
2016   140,200 
 
Source: Population Estimates Unit, Office for National Statistics (ONS) 

 
To find out more visit your local Visitor Information 
Centre: 
 
Canterbury Visitor Information Centre 
12/13 Sun Street, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2HX 
Tel: (01227) 378100 
Fax: (01227) 378101 
Email: canterburyinformation@canterbury.gov.uk  
Website: www.canterbury.gov.uk 

 
Useful Tourism Contacts:  
 
Canterbury City Council 
Military Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YW 
Phone 01227 862 000 
Fax 01227 862 020 
Website: www.canterbury.gov.uk / www.canterbury.co.uk  
 
Visit Kent  
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall 
Maidstone 
Kent ME14 1XX 
Tel: +44 (0) 1622 671411 
Website: www.visitkent.co.uk 
www.visitkent.co.uk/business  
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