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Shepway is named after the Saxon “lathe” of Shepway; the Royal Court of Shepway,
which met near Lympne at a place called Shepway Cross, and was the principal court of
the Cinque Ports Federation.

The district has been settled since pre-historic times and ancient burial mounds can still
be found on the downs north of Folkestone and Hythe.

Folkestone’s East Cliff was the location for an important Roman Villa and the remains of a
Roman Fort — Portus Lemanis - can still be seen at between Lympne Castle and the
Royal Military Canal

The 100 square miles of the Romney Marsh was originally part of a wide and shallow bay
with the sea coming up to the base of the Lympne escarpment and the area has been
created over the centuries by a mix of natural events and reclamation works

In Saxon times (650AD) St. Eanswythe founded a nunnery in the area now known as
“The Bayle” in Folkestone’s old town — her bones were discovered in Victorian times at
the 12h century church of St. Mary and St Eanswythe’s and are still held there

Hythe and Romney were founder members of the Confederation of the Cinque Ports
which formed in the 11™ century when together with Sandwich, Dover, and Hastings
they combined for mutual support, The obligation of the ports was to supply ships and
men to the King once a year. Folkestone and Lydd became “limbs” of the Cinque Ports in
later years

Tudor Kings and Queens took a particular interest in the area and Henry VIII built
Sandgate Castle as a defence against the French in 1539 while Queen Elizabeth visited it
in 1573

During the Napoleonic Wars the district played a vital role in the defence of the realm with
the establishment of major camps at Folkestone and Hythe, the building of the 28 mile
Royal Military Canal, redoubts at Dymchurch and Lade and the construction of a chain of
Martello Towns which start in Folkestone and continue along the coast to Sussex

The opening of the railway line from London in 1843 brought fame and fortune to
Folkestone and its neighbouring coastal towns. Ten years later, the main line was
connected to the harbour and train services were able to connect with boat sailings via a
viaduct which sweeps high over the east of the town to make a highly visible landmark

Fine hotels were built to attract and accommodate the famous and the fashionable, who
stayed to enjoy lively social seasons or to break their journeys en route for grand tours of
the Continent

During World War | Folkestone became one of the most important military centres in
Britain with the harbour being a major embarkation port and areas such as the Leas being
used for rest camps

During the Second World War, Folkestone again became a town of considerable military
importance, and a target for bombing and shelling

Shepway has been home to many writers including Charles Dickens, Oscar Wilde, H G
Wells, Agathie Christie, E Nesbit and Russell Thorndike

Famous scientists have included William Harvey, discoverer of the circulation of blood, Sir
Francis Pettitt (screw propeller) and Lionel Lukin (self-righting lifeboat); and wireless
pioneer John Logie Baird



e After a history of failed proposals and attempts going back over almost 200 years in 1994
the 31 miles long Channel Tunnel, which has the longest undersea portion of any tunnel
in the world, opened with its UK terminal at Cheriton

FOLKESTONE

The Leas and Coastal Park

Parish Church of St Mary and St. Eanswythe
Martello Towers

HYTHE

Cinque Port town

Parish Church of St Leonard’s - ‘the church of bones’
Royal Military Canal

Martello Towers

Wartime sound mirrors

Roman ruins (Lympne)

ROMNEY MARSH

Historic towns of New Romney and Lydd
Smugglers’ haunts

Medieval churches

Romney Marsh Visitor Centre

Brenzett Aeronautical

Museum

RSPB Nature Reserve - Dungeness

NORTH DOWNS AND FOLKESTONE-DOVER HERITAGE COAST
North Downs Way and the Elham Valley Way

Folkestone Warren

Hawkinge Battle of Britain Memorial

and Museum

Stelling Minnis Windmill

Beautiful and varied. Shepway’s countryside offers country parks, nature reserves and
areas of outstanding natural beauty provide a perfect setting for outdoor pursuits for
everyone to enjoy.
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An unhurried visit to the Romney Marsh, where a hundred ; $
square miles of countryside roll down from the hills to meet '

broad sands and shingle beaches, is a must for everyone who

enjoys peace and quiet. Here are isolated churches from medieval times. Miles of winding
lanes, quiet and level with long views across unspoilt countryside, make walking and cycling a
real pleasure. Centuries-old village inns offer a warm welcome - and tales of local legend and
history, too. Some people describe the Marsh as wild and desolate - ‘the sixth continent’.


http://www.kentdowns.org.uk/

Shepway has 23 miles of coastline most of which is accessible, with a variety of sandy and
shingle, quiet and lively beaches.

The main beaches include:-

Folkestone

e Lower Leas Coastal Park. The Green Flag winning park provides large sheltered bays for
swimming, a sandpit and other places for children to play, including an exciting adventure
playground - the largest in the south east.

e Sunny Sands — MCS 2009 recommended a highly popular sandy beach at the eastern
end of the Stade and Folkestone Harbour with good facilities nearby including WCs and
cafés, pubs and beach shops

e Folkestone Warren — part of the Folkestone to Dover Heritage Coastline and Kent Downs
AONB this quiet sandy beach with rock pools, fossils and part of the East Cliff & Warren
Country Park and Local Nature Reserve — often a venue for walks and talks led by the
White Cliffs Countryside Project

Sandgate
MCS 2008 guideline shingle beach with good facilities

Hythe
MCS 2008 recommended shingle beach with good range of facilities

Dymchurch & St Mary’s Bay
MCS 2008 recommended and highly popular extensive sand and shingle beaches and wide
range of good facilities

Littlestone & Greatstone
Wide sand and shingle beaches backed with sand dunes and wide range of good facilities
available

Lydd-on-Sea & Dungeness
Part of the Dungeness National Nature Reserve extensive sand and shingle beaches with
great bird-watching and facilities



Royal Military Canal
www.royalmilitarycanal.com

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway
New Romney Station, New Romney,
Kent, TN28 8PL

Tel: 01797 362353

Website: www.rhdr.org.uk

Leas Lift

Lower Sandgate Road,
Folkestone, Kent, CT20 1PR
Tel: 01303 251573
www.leaslift.org.uk

Brigade of Ghurkhas Visitors Centre
Shorncliffe Barracks

North Road

Folkestone CT20 3SP

Martello Tower No 3.
East Cliff, Wear Bay Road,
Folkestone,

Kent, CT20 2QY

Martello Tower 24 Dymchurch
www.english-heritage.org.uk

Dungeness Lighthouse
Dungeness,

Romney Marsh,

Kent, TN29 9NA

Tel: 01797 321300

Web: www.dungenesslighthouse.com

Stelling Minnis Windmill

(Open Sundays and Bank Holiday
Mondays 2-5 Easter to September)
Mill lane, Stelling Minnis off the B2068
(Canterbury to Hythe road).

Tel: 01227 709238

Website: www.stelling-
minnis.co.uk/windmill

Westenhanger Castle and Medieval
Barns

Stone Street, Westenhanger, Hythe, Kent
CT21 4HX

Tel: 07984 132 962

Tel: 01227 738 223
www.westenhangercastle.co.uk
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The Coastal Park and the Leas
Folkestone

Includes beaches, the largest free
adventure playground in the south east,
cafés, amphitheatre and bandstand with
seasonal performances, walks and
attractive gardens with cliff-top promenade
and Channel views to France

Tel: 01303 247376

Port Lympne Wild Animal Park
Aldington Road, Lympne,

Hythe, Kent, CT21 4PD

Tel: 01303 264647

Website: www.totallywild.net/portlympne

Lathe Barn Farm

Donkey Street, Burmarsh,
Romney Marsh Kent TN29 0JN
Tel: 01303 873618

Website: www.lathebarn.co.uk

Haguelands Village

Burmarsh,

Kent TN29 OJR

Tel: 01303 875640

Website: www.haguelandsfarm.co.uk

Elham Valley Railway Museum
Peene,

Folkestone,

CT18 8BA

Tel: 01303 273690

Website: www.elhamvalleylinetrust.org

MW’s Amusement Park
High Street

Dymchurch

Tel: 01303 873120

Romney Marsh Visitor Centre
Dymchurch Road (A259)

New Romney

Tel: 01797 369487

Website: www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

RSPB Nature Reserve Dungeness
Dungeness Road

Lydd

Tel: 01797 320588

Web: www.rspb.org.uk

MacFarlane’s Butterfly Centre
Swingfield, Nr Folkestone,
Kent, CT15 7HX

Tel: 01303 844244

Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway

New Romney Station,
Littlestone Road,
Littlestone

TN28 8PL

Tel: 01797 362353
Website: www.rhdr.org.uk
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Folkestone’s Creative Quarter has
many galleries with changing
exhibitions including:-
e Georges House Gallery (Strange
Cargo)
8 The Old High Street
Folkestone
CT20 1RL
Tel: 01303 244533
E-mail: info@strangecargo.org.uk
Website:
www.strangecargo.org.uk/gallery/

Kent Battle of Britain Museum
Aerodrome Road, Hawkinge,
Folkestone, Kent, CT18 7AG
Tel: 01303 893140

Website: www.kbobm.org

Hythe History Room
Oaklands Stade Street
Hythe CT20 1HD

Tel: 01303 267111

Romney Marsh Visitor Centre
Dymchurch Road (A259)

New Romney

Tel: 01797 369487

Website: www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

Lydd Town Museum

Old Fire Station, Queens Road,

Lydd, Romney Marsh Kent, TN29 9AN
Website: www.lyddtownmuseum.co.uk

Brenzett Aeronautical Museum Trust

Ivychurch Road, Brenzett, Romney Marsh

Tel: 01797 344747
Website: www.brenzettaero.co.uk

The Old School, New Romney
New Romney Old School Trust
Church Lane

New Romney TN28 8ER

Romney Marsh Craft Gallery
Lydd Library

Old School

Skinner Road

Lydd Romney Marsh TN29 9HN
Tel: 01797 320131

E-mail: lyddlibrary@kent.gov.uk

Elham Valley Railway Museum
Peene, Folkestone,

Kent, CT18 8BA

Tel: 01303 273690

Website: www.elhamvalleylinetrust.org
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The Folkestone Sports Centre
Skiing, toboganning, swimming, gym,
skate park and golf.

Radnor Park Avenue, Folkestone
Kent, CT9 5HX

Phone: 01303 850222

Website:
www.folkestonesportscentre.co.uk

Golf Courses include:-

Mercure Hythe Imperial Hotel, Hythe
Lydd Golf Club

Littlestone Golf Club

Romney Warren Golf Club

Sene Valley Golf Club, Hythe
Etchinghill Golf Club

Folkestone Sports Centre

East CIiff Pitch and Putt

Swimming Pools include:-

e Folkestone Sports Centre

e Hythe Pool

e New Beach Holiday Park, Dymchurch

Gyms/Fitness Centres

e Folkestone Sports Centre

e Bannatyne's Health Club, Shearway
Business Park, Folkestone, Kent,
CT19 4RH
01303 270888
http://www.bannatyne.co.uk/fithess/fol
kestone.htm

e Valley Leisure Centre Tile Kiln Lane,
Cheriton, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 4PB
(01303) 277539 www.thevlc.co.uk/

e Marsh Academy Leisure Centre,
Station Road, New Romney, Kent,
TN28 8BB (01797) 369200

The Royal Military Canal

Walking, cycling, fishing and boat hire.
Hythe, Kent

Tel: 01797 367934

Website: www.royalmilitarycanal.com

Folkestone Racecourse
Stone Street,
Westenhanger, Nr Hythe,
Kent CT21 4HX

Tel: 01303 266407
Website: www.folkestone-
racecourse.co.uk

Lydd International Raceway
Herons Park LLP

Dengemarsh Road,

Lydd, Kent. TN29 9JH

Tel: 01797 321895

Email: info@heronspark.com
Website: www.heronspark.com

Folkestone Voyager
Folkestone Inner Harbour
Folkestone, CT18 7DE

Follow boat signs from A20
www.folkestonevoyager.co.uk

Pleasure flights and flights to Le
Touquet from Lydd Airport
See - www.lyddair.com

The Leas CIiff Hall, Folkestone

Wide variety of concerts with headline
performers, exhibitions and other events
held throughout the year.

The Leas, Folkestone Kent CT20 2DZ 01303
228600

www.leascliffhall.co.uk

Tower Theatre, Folkestone
Community Theatre with 300 seat
auditorium presenting a wide range of
professional and amateur drama, dance
and music performance throughout the
year.

North Road Shorncliffe Folkestone Kent
CT20 3HL (01303) 223925
www.towertheatrefolkestone.co.uk

The Quarterhouse

Opening in spring 2009 this brand new
venue will include auditorium facilities for
performing arts events, concerts, gigs,
comedy nights, festivals and more.
C/o The Creative Foundation

The Block 65-69 Tontine Street
Folkestone CT20 1JR

Tel: 01303 245799

E-mail; info@quarterhouse.co.uk
Website: www.quarterhouse.co.uk
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The Coastal Park Folkestone

11 hectare award winning Green Flag park
with the largest free play area in the south
east,beaches, gardens, picnic areas,
amphitheatre and café.

Lower Leas, Folkestone

Kent, CT20 1QN

Tel: 01303 853000

Folkestone East Cliff and Warren
Country Park

Access from Wear Bay Road, Folkestone
or Capel le Ferne

Tel: 01303 274806

Website:
www.whitecliffscountryside.org.uk

Brockhill Country Park

Sandling Road

Saltwood, Nr.Hythe

CT21 4ML

Tel: 01303 266327

Website: www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-
culture/explore-kent

Romney Marsh Visitor Centre &
Romney Warren Country Park
Dymchurch Road (A259)

New Romney

Tel: 01797 369487

Website:
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/reserves/rom

ney-marsh/

Dungeness National Nature Reserve
Unique — one of the largest shingle
landscapes in the world and home to 600
species of plants - a third of all plants
found in the UK. The National Nature
Reserve stretches across Dungeness to
encompass the vast RSPB reserve and is
intended to help protect the landscape and
its wildlife.

Access improvements and interpretation
and frequent activities are led by the
Romney Marsh Countryside Project see
http://www.dungeness-nnr.co.uk/

RSPB Dungeness Nature Reserve
Visitor centre and hides with views over
extensive bodies of open water, fields and
shingle.

Nature trails lead around a series of hides
where there is an excellent chance of
seeing bitterns and bearded tits in winter
and seasonal highlights through the year
including family events and other activities.

Dungeness Road, Lydd, TN29 9PN

Tel: 01797 320588

Web:
www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/d/dungen

ess/index.asp

Kent Wildlife Trust Reserves
http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/rese
rves/east-kent-downland/
e Spong Wood
Location: OS Map 179 TR 122455: Nr
Elmstead
Post code: TN25 5JT
18 hectares of ancient woodland,
approximately ¥2 mile (0.8 km)
northeast of Elmstead Village with
waymarked paths providing an ideal
route round the reserve.
e Park Gate Down (Hector Wilks
Reserve)
O.S Map 179 TR 168457 : Nr
Canterbury
Post code: CT4 6NE
Eight hectares of chalk grassland with
beautiful orchids and fringing
woodland.
e Yockletts Bank
OS Map 179T 125477 Nr Ashford
Post code: CT4 5PZ
23 hectares of SSSI ancient
woodland with orchids, spring
flowers, diverse in birds and
reptiles.
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The District offers a wide variety of shopping opportunities including:-

e Department stores and high street names in Folkestone, including the new
Bouverie Place Shopping Centre in Folkestone

e Artists studios, galleries and craftshops in Folkestone ‘s Creative Quarter
e Market town shopping at Hythe and New Romney

e Speciality local foods including fresh and smoked fish and shellfish at Folkestone,
Dungeness, Hythe and Dymchurch

e Antiques and collectables at Sandgate and Hythe

e Farmers’ and general markets

Farmers’ Markets:
Capel-Le-Ferne (Voted Best Farmers’ Market in Kent 2004)

Village Hall, Lancaster Avenue, weekly market every Tuesday from 10am to 1pm selling local
produce, crafts, flowers and plants. Contact 01303 245399 or see www.capelleferne.info

Etchinghill Farmers market
www.etchinghill.org

Elham Farmers Market - In the heart of the Elham Valley
Second and last Sunday of every month www.elhamfarmersmarket.co.uk

Folkestone Farmers’ & Fishermen's Market (Every Sunday) The Harbour, Folkestone

Hawkinge Farmers Market 2pm — 4pm every Wednesday, Hawkinge Community Centre,
Herons Forstal Road, Hawkinge.

Hythe Farmers Market, takes place on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month in the
Methodist Church Hall, Chapel Street, Hythe, from 10am until midday.

Romney Marsh Farmer’'s Market
Haguelands Kent Farm Shop,

Burmarsh,

Romney Marsh.

TN29 0JR

First Saturday every month from 9am to 2pm

www.haqguelandsvillage.co.uk

Swingfield Farmer’s Market, every Wednesday 10am — 2pm, MacFarlane’s Nursery
Canterbury Road (A260), Swindfield.

General Markets:

Folkestone Street Market, 9am-5pm. Every Thursday and Saturday. Town Centre Precinct,
Folkestone

10


http://www.capelleferne.info/
http://www.etchinghill.org/
http://www.elhamfarmersmarket.co.uk/
http:///

Shepway offers a great variety of long and short distance walking and cycling taking in
beautiful rolling downland, woodlands, dramatic coastlines, the open countryside of the
Romney Marsh and fascinating town trails.

The White Cliffs and Romney Marsh Countryside Projects lead guided walks and cycle rides
throughout the year and, if you prefer to go independently, have produced many high quality
packs and leaflets. For more information see www.whitecliffscountryside.org.uk and
WWW.rmcp.co.uk

North Downs Way — see http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/northdowns/ The Shepway section of
this national trail takes in Folkestone Warren and Downs and has links along the coast to
Dover and north to Canterbury.

Saxon Shore Way

160 miles around the coast of Kent - see http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/explore-
kent/new-guide-for-saxon-shore-way.htm - the Shepway section takes in the Folkestone
Downs and the Lympne escarpment with dramatic views over the Romney Marsh

Royal Military Canal - Seabrook to Rye (28 miles) level walking along the northern edge of
the Romney Marsh with a series of shorter circular walks — see
http://www.royalmilitarycanal.com/pages/index.asp

Elham Valley Way (22.5 miles) offers an enjoyable walk through the Kent Downs. Starting
from the historic cathedral city of Canterbury and finishing at the coastal town of Hythe, the
route gives walkers the chance to experience the diverse landscape of downland and
numerous villages along the way. The route can be undertaken as a linear walk or enjoyed
through shorter circular routes out from the trail. see- http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-
culture/explore-kent/walking/elham-valley-way-walk.htm

National Cycle Route 2

National Route 2 of the National Cycle Network, which begins in Dover, heads west along the
south coast through Shepway taking in the East Cliff and Warren Country Park, Folkestone's
Coastal Park, the Royal Military Canal at Hythe, Dymchurch and St. Mary's Bay and across
the Marsh to Rye in Sussex. — see www.sustrans.org.uk

Romney Marsh Countryside Project routes on the Marsh — see www.rmcp.co.uk

e Magic of the Marsh - a pack of nine self-guided walks across the Marsh

e Romney Marsh Meanders - five self guided cycle routes across the Marsh

¢ New Romney and Lydd Town Trails - leaflets exploring the history and wildlife of these
two fascinating Marsh towns

e Royal Military Canal Walks Pack - a series of shorter circular walks linked to the canal —
see www.royalmilitarycanal.com

Brockhill Country Park Walks — see http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/explore-

kent/parks-and-open-spaces/brockhill-country-park.htm

e Saltwood Saunter — A 2.1 mile walk will take you on a pleasant stroll through Willow
Wood and along quiet country lanes. The route passes through the beautiful village of
Saltwood and offers the chance to admire the village's impressive church. There is also
the opportunity to enjoy fantastic views of the surrounding countryside and the historic
Saltwood Castle.

e Tolsford Trek explores the coastal countryside on a 7.8 mile route, starting from Brockhill
Country Park. The walk starts with a climb to the top of Tolsford Hill, an impressive
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natural feature that remains wild and unspoilt. The route boasts magnificent views and
travels through chalk grassland before returning to the park.

Elham Walk is a circular route (3 miles) starting from Elham's medieval church and climbs
into open fields offering stunning views across the valley. The well marked paths wind through
pasture and chalk grassland before gradually descending back towards the village. See
http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/explore-kent/walking/elham-walk.htm

Hythe Town Walk — see www.hythe-tourism.com/civic/townwalk1.htm

e |tis estimated that around 420,159 overnight tourism staying trips were made to Shepway
in 2006. Of these trips, domestic visitors made 88% of trips (371,642) and overseas
visitors made 12% of trips (48,517). Of those staying trips £66,735,385 spent by staying
visitors.

e |tis estimated that around 3.3 million tourism day trips were made to Shepway in 2006,
generating a further £101,296,063 trip expenditure.

e Intotal £168,031,448 was spent by all visitors on their trip. In addition, expenditure by
friends and relatives on visitors, and visitors spend on second homes (i.e. maintenance)
generates a further £8,454,000.With the addition of other expenditure tourism activity
generated £176,485,448 expenditure.

e Of this expenditure, £164,578,000 translates into direct income for local business; and a
further £32,915,600 of income is generated through indirect and induced effects (a total of
£197,493,600 business turnover).

e This income supported 2,844 FTE jobs and 3,890 Actual jobs. Overall it is estimated that
tourism expenditure supported 6% of local employment.

Type of Accommodation Bedrooms/ Bed spaces
Units/Pitches

Caravan & Camping 2,960 14,184
Self catering (Cottages, Barns & Houses) 80 333
Serviced (Hotels, B&B's & Inn’s) 1,747 4,219
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RESIDENT POPULATION

Shepway South East Great Britain
(numbers) (numbers) (numbers)

All people 100,100 8,308,700 59,216,200
Males 48,300 4,071,300 29,054,100
Females 51,800 4,237,300 30,162,100

Source: ONS mid-year population estimates

Discover Folkestone Hythe & Romney Marsh
Tel: 01303 258594
www.discoverfolkestone.co.uk

FOLKESTONE:
e Discover Folkestone, Hythe & Romney Marsh, Management Suite,
Bouverie Place Shopping Centre

e Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue.

e Folkestone Town Council, George Lane

e Folkestone Library, Grace Hill

e Eurotunnel Passenger Terminal Cheriton.

e B-4-8S/ Shepway Family Information Project, 4 Town Walk (opposite
Sainsbury’s).

SANDGATE:

e Sandgate Library, High Street.

HYTHE:

e Shepway District Council One Stop Shop High Street

e Stop 24 Junction 11 M20 Motorway Service Area

¢ Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway Station, Scanlons Bridge Road

LYDD:
e Shepway District Council One Stop Shop, Town Hall, High Street

NEW ROMNEY:

e Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway, Station Road

e Shepway District Council One Stop Shop, “Magpies”, Church

e Romney Marsh Visitor Centre, Dymchurch Road (A259 between New
Romney & St Mary’s Bay)
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LYMINGE
e Lyminge Library, Station Road

COCQUELLES, FRANCE:
e Eurotunnel Passenger Terminal

Discover Folkestone, Hythe & Romney Marsh
Tel: 01303-258594

Email: cckirkham@.com

Website: www.discoverfolkestone.co.uk

Visit Kent

Kent County Council

Invicta House

County Hall

Maidstone

Kent, ME14 1XX

Tel: +44 (0) 1622 671411
Website: www.visitkent.co.uk
www.visitkent.co.uk/business

Folkestone

Hythe & Romney Marsh

visit Kent?& o b o
Kent kel —~——4<
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Discover

Folkestone
Hythe & Romney Marsh

——— A BREATH OF FRESH AIR


mailto:cckirkham@.com
http://www.discoverfolkestone.co.uk/
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/business
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